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Born in 1951 of a French-Canadian mother and a father of Irish descent, Brian grew up in the Hochelaga-Maisonneuve working-class district of Montréal, which historically was known to Kanien’kehà:ka speakers as Tiohtià:ke. His mother’s ancestors arrived on this territory at the end of the 17th Century, his father’s ancestors arrived in 1830.

After receiving a B.A. in Communication Arts from Loyola College in 1972, he lived for several years, first in France, then in Calcutta (India), at l'Arche, an international network of communities, where intellectually handicapped and non-handicapped persons strive to learn from each other. Following a period at a Jesuit communications center for social development in Calcutta, Brian returned to Montréal to study law at McGill University. Trained in both civil law and common law, Brian was called to the Québec Bar in 1984. 
In September 1995, he was named director of the Social Action Office of the Catholic Archdiocese of Montréal. In that capacity, he was heavily involved in human rights, restorative justice, protection for refugee claimants, and North-South issues. He is founding president of Community Chaplaincy of Montréal, a resource to help inmates return to their families and to their communities. In that capacity, he was invited in May 2005 to Southern India to co-direct a week-long formation session organized by Prison Fellowship -- India.  In Montreal, he has led several series of encounters between victims and offenders. He has facilitated evenings of dialogue between students of Concordia University and residents of federal penitentiaries, in the context of the “Building Bridges” program. In 2012, he was named to the Regional Advisory Committee for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission regarding Indian Residential Schools. He is committed to promoting justice and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. He is an active member of the Saint Francis Xavier Mission located on the Mohawk Territory of Kahnawake. His Mohawk friends include both Christians and traditionalists, as well as people who are both. He has been privileged to participate in five fasts led by Indigenous elders (notably Wilton Good Striker) in Hollow Water FN, located 250 km north of Winnipeg.
In 2000 Brian completed a Master of Arts degree in Theological Studies at Concordia University. His research interests include the following: faith & culture, cosmology & environmental justice; Indigenous spiritualties; mysticism in various religious traditions. Since 2001, he has been a sessional lecturer in the Theological Studies Department of Concordia University, teaching undergraduate courses entitled “Faith, Reason and the Religious Sense”, “The Christian Understanding of God” and “Justice and Reconciliation”. He has taught courses on social action ministry at the Grand Seminary of Montreal, at the Institut de pastorale des Dominicains, and at Laval University. 
Brian is a member of the Board of directors of the Thomas More Institute of Montreal, where he has led and designed courses, notably on Contemporary Indigenous Literature and on Contemporary South Asian Literature. He pursues the discipline of meditation.
Father of four and grandfather of five, Brian lives by the river in Verdun, where he makes photographs, listens to Indian classical music and tries to write poetry. 
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